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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify the transformations that occurred in the residential villa models
in Riyadh in the period from 1950 to 2025 G. In order to reach this objective, the research used the
analytical method, by conducting a descriptive analysis of all the architectural and construction
elements of residential villas from previous studies, as well as using the comparative approach by
comparing the transformations occurred in the residential villa models in Riyadh. The research
divided the time periods during which the transformation occurs into five periods, the length of each
period of time equivalent to fifteen years. The results showed that during the period from 1950 to
1965, simple residential villas were used, which were characterized by independent construction,
using modern building materials in the other hand the period from 1965 to 1980 witnessed the
beginning of the transformation in the architectural design of residential villas, where the use of
reinforced concrete was started and the existence of fences surrounding the residential villas and
from, accordingly the planning of residential streets and villas depend on an engineering basis. The
period from 1980 to 1995 was characterized by a great development in terms of building materials, as
reinforced steel was used to ensure more safety for the origin with external spaces, whereas the period
from 1995 to 2010 witnessed a large and integrated urban expansion in Riyadh. The period from
(2010 to 2025) is considered one of the most periods in which the city of Riyadh witnessed an urban
and residential development. At the level of residential villas in that period, they witnessed an urban
and residential development, and housing programs appeared that provided housing solutions with
financing options. As for the level of housing / residential units in that era, it developed significantly
in term of design through the presence of two entrances, higher windows and lower noise levels than
before. It also featured with the presence of an external hosting room and parking, In addition to the
emergence of new finishing materials that were not known before, beside the emergence of new
architectural elements in the residential unit, such as dressing rooms and annexes for maids and
drivers.

Keywords: residential villas - architectural elements - independent construction - reinforced
concrete - financing options.
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