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Abstract

Saudi women were confronted with many challenges in the past but the decisions of
Kingdom's Vision 2030 were largely supportive. This study aimed to identify the significance
of the National Transformation Program decisions as a tool for empowering the Saudi
businesswomen and developing the economy. It also aimed to identify key constraints facing
Saudi women who own fashion enterprises in Jeddah, and the impact of the Kingdom’s
empowerment decisions that enhance women empowerment. The study applies the
descriptive developmental method to achieve these goals, describe the phenomenon, monitor
its development before and after the issuance of decisions, and identify the resulting effects.
The study applies the 5SMs Model for Women Entrepreneurship and uses the theory’s
Medium and Overall surrounding environment factor. The overall environment represents the
government while the medium represents the community surrounding the businesswoman.
The sample included (12) Saudi businesswomen who own fashion enterprises. The study
applied personal interviews to collect information from the sample and qualitative data
processing methods. It found an optimistic atmosphere among the sample regarding the
future of their enterprises and their desire to enable the Saudi product access global markets

in light of Vision 2030 that supports the Kingdom's exports. The businesswomen emphasized
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that the empowerment decisions helped overcome the constraints affecting their businesses,
yet reported lack of skilled workforce, low-quality imported products as burdens that still
negatively affect the Saudi products. This study called on government agencies to collaborate
to overcome obstacles facing SMEs, and to link together the Kingdom’s chambers of
commerce to accelerate sharing of expertise and cooperation with the aim to develop the
fashion sector and help produce high-quality and competitive Saudi products. It also
recommends trainings be provided for female students so they can integrate in the fashion

markets & enhance the workforce skill in the fashion sector.

Keywords: Fashion, Businesswomens, Vision 2030, Small and Medium Enterprises (SMES),

Women Empowerment.
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