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Determinants of demand for medicines in light of the
Corona crisis; An applied case in the governorates of
Bethlehem and Hebron.

Abstract

Aims of this study was first to identify the impact of the Corona virus on
the demand for Palestinian medicines, whether with or without a
prescription (OTC). Also studying the patient's motives towards
purchasing non-pharmaceutical products in light of the spread of the

Corona pandemic.

To achieve the goal of this study, a questionnaire was prepared and 135
were distributed to Hebron pharmacies, and 86% of them were retrieved
70 questionnaires were distributed to pharmacies in Bethlehem
Governorate, and 81% of them were retrieved. The result of the research
showed that the Corona pandemic had a positive impact on the decision

of doctors and pharmacists.

Further finding indicates that the prescriptions was in favor of local
medicines with a percentage of (64.9%) compared to (26.4%) for foreign
drugs and the sale of OTC medicines was in favor of local medicines by
In addition, it turns out .(74.1%) compared to (17.8%) for foreign drugs
that disease phobia and imitating others is one of the most important

purchase motives for the patients.

The study recommended that pharmaceutical companies to allocate

financial budgets to invest in holding scientific conferences and fund
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scientific research, and to strengthen their relationship with the

Palestinian doctors and pharmacists.

Keywords: Corona, Covid 19, drugs, Palestinian, doctor,

pharmacist.
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