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Abstract

This study provides a structural and critical reassessment of Ibn Ghamlas’ historical
narrative through the application of quantitative content analysis. Moving beyond
traditional descriptive historiography, the research transforms the historical text into
measurable analytical data. A total of 156 analytical units were extracted and classified
into five main domains: social, urban, economic, political, and scientific.

The findings reveal a clear dominance of the social dimension (32.7%), followed by
the urban (21.8%) and economic (19.2%) domains, while the political (14.7%) and
scientific (11.5%) dimensions appear less prominent. These results indicate that the
narrative is structurally centered on Al-Zubair and does not reflect a balanced
geographical distribution as suggested by the editorial title.
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The study concludes that Al-Zubair functions as a socio-urban regional node, where
surrounding regions such as Basra, Kuwait, and Al-Ahsa appear as relational extensions
rather than independent narrative entities. Methodologically, the study contributes a
replicable framework for converting historical narratives into quantitative datasets,
while theoretically it advances a structural interpretation of Gulf urban history
emphasizing social organization over political chronology.

Keywords:
Al-Zubair; Content Analysis; Urban History; Social Structure; Gulf Cities
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