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Perceptions of the Islamic Governance Model
(The Impossible State Hypothesis by Wael Hallag as an Example)
(Critical Study)

Abstract

The problem of the study stems from the fact that Islamic political thought in general suffers
from deficiency, weakness, and lack of integration in its general political theory. Because of this
deficiency and weakness, opinions and studies regarding the idea of governance and the state in Islam
differed greatly, to the point of complete discrepancy and conflict - in many cases - about the concept,
what it is, the foundations and principles, and even about the extent to which this idea is related to Islam
as a religion and Sharia, as well as about the extent of its compatibility With the model of the era in
which we live, represented in the modern state, the way it interacts with it, and the forms that it can take
under its modernist concepts.

Based on this problem, in this research and through the style of comparative research, we studied
the impossible state hypothesis by Wael Hallag as a model and a central hypothesis. Islam, such as the
thesis of the heritage (Caliphate) for the followers of the following theory, and the thesis of the Islamic
state among the owners of political Islam, and other theses criticizing the idea of the Islamic state, such
as the thesis of the impossible state and what is close to it, or that opposition in general to it as it is
among the secularists and others. This was done by studying all these ideas with a conscious scientific
study of all the contradictions of the hypotheses and arguments. Where the research came to a conclusion
through which some opinions regarding both concepts are likely; The modern state and Islamic rule,
which adopts; That the modern nation-state model suffers from a real moral dilemma, and that the
Islamic state model is an immature modernist and non-Islamically rooted proposition.

Objectives of the study:

1- Contribute to a critical critical reading of the nature and mechanism of action of the system of
governance in Islam through perceptions about the model of Islamic governance through the nature
and mechanism of work of the system of governance in Islam.

2- Presenting the in-depth philosophical discussions that Hallag had in his critique of the modern state
and modernity in general, to dive into the depths of moral and political philosophy and to move
away from the main purpose of this research, as a comparative research study in politics, to
philosophical debate and theorizing debate.

3- Presenting the most important ideas that summarize Hallaq’s vision of the modern state, in a manner
that serves the scientific comparison between it and the Islamic rule, provided that this does not
affect the depth of the basic idea presented by Hallaq about the modern state and the extent of the
strength of the methodological structure on which it is based in defending its scientific authority in
this research.

4- Clarifying the concept of the modern state and the foundations and features that it has, whether in
what Hallaq adopted in his perspective or in the other contradictory or different proposition, which
helps to draw the overall features of this concept and its dimensions, in proportion to the size, need
and purpose of this research.

Approach: I relied on the historical method, as the research sometimes required the use of the analytical
method, as well as the descriptive, which is based on describing and extrapolating phenomena.

keywords: Governance in Islam, political Islam, the impossible state hypothesis, Islamic political
thought
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* Nation-State: A sovereign state of which most of the citizens or subjects are united also by factors which define a nation,
such as language or common descent.) «“nation-state” (https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/nation_state).
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