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Women in Entrepreneurship in Saudi Arabia: Opportunities and
Challengies

Abstract

This study aims at analyzing the reality of female entrepreneurship in the Kingdom and
determining the extent of women's participation in the various fields of entrepreneurship. This
in line with the ambitious Saudi vision of (2030), which aims to increase the participation of
women in the labor market, and seeking a greater role for small and medium enterprises. This
can be obtained by overcoming the difficulties that limit female attitudes towards
entrepreneurship. For this purpose, the study utilizes a questionnaire to explore 101 women
entrepreneur’s points of view on their entrepreneurial traits, fundamentals of success,
incentives, and the constraints that limit their contribution in this field. The results indecate
that Saudi women today have the readiness, ambition and incentives that qualify them to
succeed, with lack of some entrepreneurial skills and need of financial support. Saudi female
entrepreneurs face many challenges, notably family circumstances, lack of funding, and the
complexity and length of government procedures. The 6M’s model is proposed to boost the
women participation in the field entrepreneurship, enabling her to have full citizenship and to
play an active and positive role in development and economic growth.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Women entrepreneurial traits, Entrepreneurial motivations,
Entrepreneurship challengies, Women empowermen.
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