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Arabic for Special Purposes - Arabic for Migrant Workers,
Dr. Ibrahim Suleiman Ahmed Mokhtar,
imukhtar@uob.edu.bh

The Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies

at Bahrain Teachers College University of Bahrain

Abstract:

The researcher felt the large number of non-Arab workers working in Bahrain;
He also noted how non-Arab foreign workers communicate with Arabs; It is

noted that the language of communication is a darija language; As well as a
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mixture of Arabic and English; Hence, the researcher thought about designing
an Arabic language curriculum that would help non-Arab workers speaking in
Standard Arabic at the elementary level; The book is designed for the

elementary levels of non-Arabic speakers, that is, for the first and second levels.

The Gulf in general and Bahrain in particular has become a magnet for
expatriate workers since time immemorial. Certainly, this attraction is justified;
Bahrain enjoys a friendly atmosphere and respect for the foreigner, regardless of
whether he is a worker or an employee. Everyone is equal before the laws.
Among the expatriate workers are those who do not know Arabic and have only
practiced it in prayer; From here, the researcher felt the importance of helping
the expatriate workers acquire some vocabulary; and then the conversation in
Arabic; Therefore, this book is designed to help the non-Arab worker and

employee in his daily requirements.

The book contains ten units and various lessons; Including 'acquaintance’'
between an expatriate and a Bahraini citizen, getting to know the family and its
members in the Arabic language, as well as getting to know the different
professions of the employee and the worker. Among the book's lessons are
'airport' and travel related terms such as passport. The book contains a lesson on

the restaurant and the delicious Arabic foods it contains.

The book included a study of the market in which the expatriate worker or
employee often works, so he introduced him to some of the central markets in

Bahrain; The book did not neglect the health aspect, so it devoted a lesson to
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him while he was 'in the hospital'. The book concluded with oral and written
eXercises.

We hope that the book will benefit non-Arabic speakers, and it is a first step for

a series of books on the way to design, including Arabic for diplomats, Arabic

for tourism and Arabic for soldiers.

Keywords: non-Arabs, foreigners, communication, mixture, design,

curriculum.
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