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Abstract

This research aims to study the concept of Zahir in contemporary pragmatic
thought using the descriptive analytical approach. It concluded that the
theoretical conception of Zahir by most Muslim legal theorists (Al-Usiilyyon) is
“The word that indicates the meaning of the original or customary situation, and
the other may be a likely possibility”. It concluded also th pragmatic theory is
study the language in use. As for the pragmatic phenomenon, it appears in its
inherent characteristics within the pragmatic theories, and the terms that express
it in the writings of Arab pragmatic researchers, such as 'Zahir al nas' and the
literal and original meaning. This research also concluded that the most
prominent intellectual differences in the theoretical perception of Zahir through
pragmatic concepts: deixis, conversational implicature and speech acts, is
represented in the lack of clarity of this term in some minds of Arab
pragmatists.

Keywords: Zahir - pragmatic theory — deixis - conversational implicature -
conversational maxims.
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