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Evolution of the Saudi house (A comparative study of residential villas
in the city of Riyadh from (1950-2025)

Abdullah Yahya Al-Shahrani Mohammed Al-Aissan Alghamdi

Department of Architecture and building Science College of Architchure
and Planning, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify the transformations that occurred in the residential villa models
in the city of Riyadh in the period from 1950 to 2025 AD. To achieve this goal, the research used the
analytical method, by conducting a descriptive analysis of the traditional housing units (the popular
house) and how it looked in terms of design and construction and the beginning of the transition to
residential villas as a competing style for the popular house from previous studies, as well as using the
comparative method by comparing the transformations that Occurred in the models of residential villas
in the city of Riyadh in terms of fences, setbacks and residential elements through the study of functional
elements, annexes, stairs and spaces, as well as building materials. The research divided the time periods
during which the transformation took place into five periods, the length of each period equivalent to
fifteen years. The results showed that during the period from 1950 to 1965, simple residential villas
were used, which were characterized by independent construction, and the use of modern building
materials. Surrounding the residential villas, the period from 1980 to 1995 was characterized by a great
development in terms of building materials. Reinforced iron was used to ensure more safety for the
structure and the presence of external spaces. As for the period from 1995 to 2010, it witnessed a large
and integrated urban expansion in the city of Riyadh, and the period is considered the period from (2010
to 2025) was one of the most periods in which the city of Riyadh witnessed urban and residential
development, and housing programs appeared that provided housing solutions with financing options.
As for the level of residential villas in that period, it developed significantly on the design level through
the high number of floors and walls, It also witnessed the presence of an external annex and the presence
of a car park, and new, previously unknown finishing materials appeared, in addition to reducing the
space of the villa and taking care of the external courtyard.

Keywords: residential villas - architectural elements - independent construction - reinforced
concrete - financing options.
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