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Abstract

This study aims at evaluating multiple choice questions in social studies subjects
examinations, grade ten, in the period (2015-2020). The cognitive levels
(remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating) of
multiple choice questions were observed and identified. Results showed that the lower
cognitive levels (i.e. remembering, understanding, and applying) had the highest
percentage particularly the remembering level, which came first. There was obvious
lack of analyzing and evaluating questions. An instrument was developed to evaluate
multiple choice questions. It consisted of (27) criteria of evaluation explained in three
themes; the content of the question, distractors, and layout. Each criterion's frequency
of every year was calculated, ordered and observed. The results showed that the most
prominent criteria not abided by the writers of multiple choice questions in the social
studies subjects were the negative statements in the wording of the question and also
the rule of clarity of the questions with the minimum statements required. For the
second theme, the rules of ordering options logically and the rule of vertical ordering
were obviously not abided by. For the third theme, the rule of including the elements
in common of the options in the question itself was the most prominent rule not
abided by.

Key words: question evaluation, examinations of social studies subjects, quality of
questions.
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