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ABSTRACT

The Sultanate of Oman is one of the six countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council, and
the second in area and population after the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, overlooking the
strategic Strait of Hormuz, which it shares with the Islamic Republic of Iran. Despite its
limited resources compared to other Gulf countries, Oman succeeded, starting in 1970,
under the leadership of the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said, in building a strong and
coherent economy and pursuing a distinct foreign policy that was characterized by
independence, pragmatism and neutrality, and its relationship with the countries of the
Arab Gulf region ranged between neutral, solid and peaceful in all cases.

The study aims to identify the foreign policy of the Sultanate of Oman towards the Arab
Gulf region during the period (1990-2020). In its analysis of the data, the study relied on
the qualitative method and the descriptive analytical approach. The study dealt with
research and analysis on the stages of development of the Omani foreign policy and the
internal and external challenges and factors it faced, and then the role of these
challenges in the formation of this policy towards the Gulf region.

Keywords: foreign policy, Oman, regional challenges, the Arab Gulf.
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