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Abstract:

Fangala is a linguistic term derived from the linguistic structure (if you say..., I
will say..., and if someone said... the reply should be...) and other structures with
equivalent meaning, as it is considered ‘“‘semantic jokes that are presented in the dialogue
form: “if you say..., I will say...”( Al-Zamakhshari , 2017AD, p. 52. ). Some Scholars
called this structure “Imaginary Debate” ( Al-Zamakhshari , 2009AD, p. 53.)., which is
close to Anacoluthe. Fangala usually consists of a conditional particle (If) + hypothesis +
conclusion.”( Al-Agidi and Haiyawi, 2017AD, p.580. ),It was a common method used in
all ancient works of different approaches about doctrine, Islamic jurisprudence, Arabic
grammar, the Qur’an interpretation, etc., It is also an important research object that was
used by Sibawayh (DOD: 180 AH). He frequently made use if it in his writings, for
example, he wrote: “If you say: Zaid hit me and I passed by Omar, then it is a
Subjunctive..., and if you say I passed by Zaid and Omar passed by me, you put it in the
subjunctive.”( Sibawayh, , 1998AD, 92/1.)

Al-Farra’ (DOD: 207 AH) followed Sibawayh’s footsteps and used Fanqgalah to introduce
most of the issues he tackled by stating a dialogue between a speaker and a hypothetical
absent character. His use of Fangala was remarkable as he combined the method of the
ancient and contemporary syntacticians who speculated the speech of Arab people and
provide a rationale for the linguistic structures based on common sense and sound reason
and nature. Therefore, Fangala has become a scientific approach for research and writing.
The present study recommends reviving this method and making use of it today in

scientific research.
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