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Al-Zubair: The birth and legacy of Najd in the Diaspora

Abstract

This study represents the culmination of over than three decades of research into the
intertwined histories of Najd and al-Zubair. What began as a focused inquiry into
migration references in Ibn Bishr’'s Unwan al-Majd gradually expanded into a
comprehensive project that integrates chronology, genealogy, urban form, and
cultural identity. My earlier works laid the intellectual groundwork for this volume.
Each study opened a window onto a distinct aspect of al-Zubair - its geography, its
mosques, its representation in chronicles, or its socioeconomic role. Over the years, |
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came to recognize that these elements could not be understood in isolation. Al-Zubair
was not simply a historical settlement near Basra; it was a diaspora capital of Najd, a
transplanted homeland in exile where sacred memory, migration, and resilience
converged. | am deeply indebted to the sources that made this reconstruction
possible: chronicles, oral traditions, family genealogies, poetry, architectural remains,
and archival scholarship. This book seeks to bring them together into a unified
narrative, situating al-Zubair at the heart of the Gulf and Arabian historiography.

Keywords

Al-Zubair, Najd Migration, Najd, Urban Identity, Ibn Bishr, Urban History.
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