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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the mechanisms used by primary schools to address sexual
harassment of female students, the forms of sexual harassment they experience, the factors
that contribute to it, the mechanisms employed by primary schools to educate students on
how to deal with sexual harassment, and the obstacles hindering the effectiveness of these
mechanisms from the teachers' perspectives. The researcher adopted a descriptive survey
methodology, utilizing a questionnaire as the data collection tool. The research was limited
to surveying the opinions of 210 primary school teachers during the second semester of the
academic year 1436-1437 AH (2015-2016 CE). The most prominent findings of the study
included: primary school teachers' agreement on most of the factors contributing to sexual
harassment, such as: allowing students to be accompanied by strangers and being alone
with them, low levels of parental supervision, unstable family situations, and the failure to
choose appropriate clothing for children that aligns with Islamic teachings. Elementary
school teachers agree that one of the most impactful forms of sexual harassment is exposing
students to pornography and subjecting them to verbal harassment, including sexual
comments. The teachers believe that the most significant obstacles to the effectiveness of
elementary school mechanisms in educating students about how to deal with sexual
harassment are students' fear and shame in discussing it, insufficient attention given to the
phenomenon of sexual harassment, and limited communication between some families and

the school regarding the problems students face. The teachers believe that among the most
3
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important solutions and mechanisms for elementary schools to educate students about how
to deal with sexual harassment are guiding and advising them that there are private parts
that should not be seen by others, encouraging students to speak out about the sexual
harassment they experience, and educating students on how to respond to sexual
harassment. Among the recommendations made by the study are the following: Primary
school girls should not be allowed to accompany or be alone with strangers; families should
continuously monitor their children; families should choose modest clothing for their children
that aligns with Islamic principles; and families should monitor the content of entertainment

and media, particularly sexually suggestive material.

Keywords: Mechanisms/primary school/sexual harassment.
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