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Foreign Language Instruction against the National Identity

Khalid Yahya Aljohali Alhashimi
PhD Candidate, Curriculum & Instruction, Education College, UQU

Abstract

Learning a foreign language (English in particular) has become an urgent necessity in a
developed world with tremendous global scientific and technological progress and the urgent
need for mediating language for communication and interaction. The introduction of foreign
language into education, in particular, is preceded by a debate that differs from one country to

another about its effects on national identity.
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National identity represents the characteristics of the society and its religious and cultural
heritage. This study aimed at investigating the effects of foreign language instruction on
national identity, views about it, and how to deal with the risks it may cause. The study found
that language is an important component of national identity. Moreover, learning FL
contributes to the growth of thinking skills, build self-confidence of the learner, and opens
many career opportunities for him. However, there are justified fears regarding the
development of Arabic language with its deteriorating situation, the tyranny of colloquial
dialects, glared English language, and the rush of people to learn it. Therefore, the study
presented a strategy for teaching English while ensuring the status of Arabic and enhancing
the process of its acquisition.
Keywords: FL instruction (English), national identity, benefits and risks of FL learning,
proposed strategy.
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