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Dissertation Executive summary

e Dissertation title: The role of new media in promoting cultural exchange
between Arab and Mediterranean nations, the “Arab gulf countries “as
model

e Dissertation director: Dr Adbul Kareem Al Murbati Al Tarmash

e Research by the PhD student: Muneera Ibrahim Abdulla Al Subaie
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This research aimed to discover and demonstrate the role of the new media
in promoting cultural exchange between the Arab gulf counties from the

.perspective of culture and folklore

To verify the research objectives, the researcher used descriptive analytics
and content analysis methods. The researcher has also used a questionnaire to

.survey 250 elite intellectuals from different Arab gulf counties

The research has many finding, most importantly

e There is a high percentage of elite intellectuals in the Arab Gulf countries
who are keen on using the new media to present cultural and folkloric
content. In this context, the subsequent results of this research acquire an
in-depth justified interpretation to support the research hypotheses and
their scientific findings in the field of new media and culture.

e The results of the analysis revealed that the Arab gulf community through
the elite intellectuals has an interest in culture, history, heritage and
folklore. They manifest this interest through social media platforms.

e The researcher has also concluded that the new media has a tremendous
ability in light of modernisation and globalisation to aid cultural exchange
between peoples, especially the Arab Gulf countries while preserving the
identity and uniqueness of this region local culture, due to the strong
adherence to the local heritage and the assurance to convey it accordingly
despite modernisation.

e (Governments of the Arab Gulf countries are highly concerned with

culture and heritage, and the government agencies have tremendous
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efforts to disseminating local culture. They are also very keen on
preserving the oral tradition. Moreover, the Arab Gulf countries have a
profound heritage and great history.

e The most important characteristics of cultural programs or the cultural
contents in the new media in the Arab Gulf countries is that it contributed
to creating a culturally educated generation. The new media is an
important element of cultural exchange. However, some believed that the
impact of the new media had contributed more to entertainment at the
expense of the educational side. It has overwhelmingly influenced

individuals and society.
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